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these degenerate days the rule is relaxed, so that boys who
have merely carried heads on their back, or placed their
hands on heads decapitated by their fathers, are allowed to
rank as homicides in full and to wear the honourable badge
of manslaughter, which among the Taiyal consists of a series
of straight lines tattooed on the chin. Among the Paiwan,
another large tribe which keeps up the practice of head-
hunting, the badge of the successful head-hunter is a kind
of cap made by the women of the tribe. A captured head is
received with great demonstrations of joy by the people at
home Food and wine are set before it, or even thrust into
its mouth, and the chief or the high-priestess of the village
addresses it as follows : " O warrior, you are welcome to'
our village and to our feast! Eat and drink, and ask your
brothers to come and join you, and to eat and drink with us
also.'3 This invocation is supposed to have a magical effect
in procuring more victories and thereby more heads for the
shelves, where these grinning trophies are preserved in long
rows.
With regard to the social organization of the tribes, Mrs.
McGovern failed to find clear evidence either of totemism
or of exogamy. On the other hand, she believes that the
matriarchate, in the strict sense of the word, exists among
these tribes ; but the evidence she adduces hardly suffices
to establish this conclusion, though the chief appears to be
often a woman, and among the Paiwan " chieftainship seems
to be hereditary, usually descending from mother to daughter,
although over some groups male chiefs rule, this apparently
being usual when the old queen has died without leaving a
daughter". In the religious life of the people priestesses
play an important part. They engage in frenzied dances
till they fall exhausted in a swoon, and on recovering they
deliver oracles which they profess to have derived from
spirits. Among the Taiyal, when rain is heavy and persistent
the priestesses also dance, slashing the air with long knives
and chanting in a threatening manner till they swoon with
excitement and fatigue. In this way they are supposed to
cut with their knives the god or devil of the rain, who flees
and is drowned in one of the pools of his own making. At
marriages, also, the priestesses dance and cut the air with